
In a world where hunger continues to cast a long shadow over humanity, the imperative for concerted action has never
been more evident. In this brief, we bring together the insights and recommendations from CONCORD¹ and VOICE² on
alleviating the global hunger crisis. 

CONCORD underscores the foundational importance of an inclusive, sustainable, and resilient food system, emphasizing the
intrinsic value of local, small-scale, and diversified food provisioning models. However, recent crises, such as climate change,
the COVID-19 pandemic, and geopolitical conflicts, have laid bare the fragility and inequities of this system,
disproportionately affecting regions like Africa. They also highlight the critical role of small-scale producers, local food
systems, and indigenous knowledge in charting a path to end hunger, combat poverty, and enhance environmental
sustainability. Their recommendations advocate for a shift away from the industrialized food model, rectifying land and
resource injustices, and promoting food sovereignty.

In parallel, VOICE highlights the escalating humanitarian needs stemming from the relentless onslaught of food crises
worldwide. The current global food system is deemed inadequate, requiring a profound transformation towards a more
inclusive, equitable, and sustainable paradigm.

Both CONCORD and VOICE call for urgent action, demanding a departure from the status quo. CONCORD outlines key
challenges faced by African nations and urges the European Union to play a pivotal role in addressing global food insecurity
through climate-resilient agroecological approaches, locally led initiatives, and fostering food sovereignty. Meanwhile, VOICE
underscores the pressing need for early interventions and a multi-sectoral, inclusive approach. Together, these organizations
emphasize the urgency of tackling hunger comprehensively, acknowledging the interconnectedness of crises and the
imperative of gender and climate sensitive responses.

Introduction

Overview

To gain an overall view of the two policy recommendations, we have taken the main takeaways from both briefs and
organised them into four categories. Certainly, here's an alternative way to phrase it: The sections concerning the Bottom-Up
Approach and Cross-Sector Approach align with the recommendations put forth by both CONCORD and VOICE,
underscoring their shared perspective. More specifically, CONCORD contributes insights regarding the agroecological
transition, while VOICE focuses on Prevention and Preparation strategies.

1. Prevention and Preparation: 
In this category, the emphasis is on strategies aimed at preventing food crises and enhancing preparedness to effectively
mitigate the impact of future challenges. Recommendations include proactive measures to address potential crises and
minimize their consequences.
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Recommendations

2. Bottom-Up Approach: 
This category emphasizes the pivotal role of local communities and small-scale producers in achieving food security and
sustainable agriculture.

3. Agroecological Transition:
Focusing on environmentally friendly and resilient farming practices, this category advocates for a shift towards
agroecological approaches. The recommendations here aim to support practices that not only promote sustainability but
also contribute to diverse and healthy diets. 

4. Cross-Sector Approach: 
Recognizing the complex interplay of factors in addressing hunger, this category spans multiple sectors, allowing a more
holistic response. The recommendations within this category address gender, climate and sustainability. This category
exhibits overlaps with preceding categories, which are highlighted by blended colours.
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CONCORD Recommendations for Food and Agriculture in the AU-EU Partnership - CONCORD (concordeurope.org)
voice-policy-resolution-2023-world-hunger-is-rising-sharply-let-s-stop-it-now.pdf (voiceeu.org)
EU-Africa: Global Gateway Investment Package - Sustainable food systems
Review of the German Federal Foreign Office’s approach to anticipatory humanitarian action

If you wish to read any of the documents independently, you may locate them below for your reference:

1.
2.
3.
4.
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